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February 11, 2026
Dear Friends and Colleagues,
Today, our hearts are with the community of Tumbler Ridge. We are grieving the lives lost, we are sending healing thoughts those who are injured, and sending love and strength to everyone experiencing shock, fear, and sorrow following the events that occurred yesterday.

In a small northern community, a tragedy like this ripples outward quickly. It is felt not only at the immediate scene, but in homes, schools, workplaces, and across the quiet spaces where people — children, youth, families, and elders — are trying to understand what has happened and how to move forward.

On behalf of the BC Association of Social Workers, I want to express our deep compassion and solidarity with all those affected. We recognize the extraordinary and brave leadership being shown locally, and we are thinking of the Mayor, Council, first responders, health care workers, educators, and community organizations who are carrying both responsibility and grief at the same time.

Social workers know that healing after violence is not only about response — it is about relationship, community, and care. Moments like this can change how safe people feel in the places that are meant to be familiar and secure. It is normal to feel shaken, overwhelmed, or emotionally exhausted.

Please know: you do not have to hold this alone.

If you or someone you love needs support right now, help is available:

· BC Mental Health Support Line: 310-6789 (no area code)

· Foundry (support for young people and families): foundrybc.ca

· Kids Help Phone: 1-800-668-6868 or text CONNECT to 686868

· If you are in immediate crisis, call 911
As social workers, and as your neighbours, we are standing together in love, in grief, and in our shared commitment to one another. In times like these, care is not passive — it is how we rebuild safety, how we remain connected, and how we move forward.

We are holding Tumbler Ridge close, and we will continue to walk alongside communities across BC through compassion, presence, and collective support.

With heartfelt solidarity,

Chelsea Minhas MSW, RSW
Executive Director
BC Association of Social Workers
#410 – 1755 West Broadway
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